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Thank you for choosing to submit your paper to the International Journal of Forensic Mental 
Health. These instructions will ensure our editorial team has everything required so your paper 
can move smoothly through peer review, production, and publication. Please take the time to 
read and follow them as closely as possible, as doing so will ensure your paper matches the 
journal’s requirements. For general guidance on the publication process at Taylor & Francis 
please visit our Author Services website.  
 

  
Submission Portal. The International Journal of Forensic Mental Health uses the ScholarOne 
Manuscripts (previously Manuscript Central) submission portal to peer review submissions. 
Please read the guide for ScholarOne authors before making a submission. Complete guidelines 
for preparing and submitting your manuscript to this journal are provided below.  
 

For ScholarOne Manuscripts technical support: http://scholarone.com/services/support/.  
 
For any other requests:  

Dr. Tonia L. Nicholls, Editor-in-Chief 
Associate Professor, University of British Columbia 
Distinguished Scientist, Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission, BC Mental Health and 
Substance Use Services 
tnicholls@forensic.bc.ca 

 
Plagiarism. Please note that the International Journal of Forensic Mental Health uses 
CrossCheck™ software to screen papers for unoriginal material, simultaneous submission and 
multiple publication. By submitting your paper to the International Journal of Forensic Mental 
Health, you are agreeing to any necessary originality checks your paper may have to undergo 
during the peer review and production processes.  
 

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 
 
Prepare your manuscript according to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association (6th Edition). Manuscripts should be copyedited in accordance with Chapter 3 of the 
Publication Manual relating to unbiased language. We recommend the use of the APA Checklist 
for Manuscript Submission to help you prepare and review prior to submission.   
  
Each manuscript must be accompanied by a statement that it has not been published elsewhere 
and that it has not been submitted simultaneously for publication elsewhere. Authors are 
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additionally responsible for obtaining the relevant ethical approvals from relevant institutions, or 
should be able to provide us with an ethics waiver from their institution (i.e., in case the project 
is exempt from full ethics review). Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce 
copyrighted material from other sources and are required to sign an agreement for the transfer 
of copyright to the publisher. As an author, you are required to secure permissions if you want to 
reproduce any figure, table, or extract from the text of another source. This applies to direct 
reproduction as well as "derivative reproduction" (where you have created a new figure or table 
which derives substantially from a copyrighted source). All accepted manuscripts, artwork, and 
photographs become the property of the publisher. 
 
Types of Submissions 
The IJFMH accepts a variety of submissions, relevant to the field of forensic mental health (e.g., 
criminal responsibility, competency or fitness to stand trial, risk assessment, family violence, and 
treatment of forensic clients, diversion, correctional mental health, mental health tribunals, 
intellectual disabilities and violence). Examples: Original experiments (qualitative and 
quantitative), systematic reviews and meta-analyses, narrative reviews, case studies, program 
evaluations.  
 
Formatting 

• All parts of the manuscript should be typewritten (Times New Roman, 12 pt.), double 
spaced, with margins of at least one inch on all sides. 

• Pages should be numbered consecutively throughout the paper.  
• Authors should also supply a shortened version of the title suitable for the running head, 

not exceeding 50 character spaces.  
 
Abstract 
Each article should be summarized in an abstract of not more than 150 words. Avoid 
abbreviations, diagrams, and reference to the text in the abstract.  
 
Authorship Affiliations 
Each author should be listed with his or her primary departmental affiliation and institution 
name, and city/state/country (where applicable). The corresponding author(s) should be clearly 
noted. 
 
No authorship or otherwise identifying information should be included in the abstract, body of 
the manuscript, or reference list. Rather authorship can be conveyed on a separate title page 
(consistent with the APA Publication Manual 6th Ed.) and (if applicable) in an accompanying cover 
letter. 
 
Additional Considerations 
Funding. All sources of funding and potential conflicts of interest should be noted in the 
admission portal and (if applicable) in an accompanying cover letter.  
 
Keywords. A maximum of 5 keywords, relevant to your manuscript, will also be required. 



 References. References, citations, and general style of manuscripts should be prepared in 
accordance with the APA Publication Manual, 6th Edition. Cite in the text by author and date 
(Smith, 1983) and include an alphabetical list at the end of the article. Each in-text reference 
should be included in the reference list; each reference in the reference list should appear in the 
text of the manuscript. Please also be sure to include DOIs. 
 
Examples:  

• Journal Article:  
Tsai, M., & Wagner, N.N. (1978). Therapy groups for women sexually molested as 
children. Archives of Sexual Behaviour, 7(6), 417-427. doi: 10.1037/0096-3445.134.2.258 
 

• Authored Book:  
Millman, M. (1980). Such a pretty face. New York: W.W. Norton. 
 

• Chapter in an Edited Book:  
Hartley, J.T., & Walsh, D.A. (1980). Contemporary issues in adult development of 
learning. In I.W. Poon (ed.). Ageing in the 1980s (pp. 239-252). Washington, DC: 
American Psychological Association. 

 
Illustrations  
Illustrations submitted (line drawings, halftones, photos, photomicrographs, etc.) should be 
clean originals or digital files. Digital files are recommended for highest quality reproduction and 
should follow these guidelines: 

• 300 dpi or higher 
• Sized to fit on journal page 
• EPS, TIFF, or PSD format only 
• Submitted as separate files, not embedded in text files 

 
Color Illustrations. Color art will be reproduced in color in the online publication at no additional 
cost to the author. Color illustrations will also be considered for print publication; however, the 
author will be required to bear the full cost involved in color art reproduction. Color reprints can 
only be ordered if print reproduction costs are paid.  
Print Reproduction: $900 for the first page of color; $450 per page for the next three pages of 
color. A custom quote will be provided for articles with more than four pages of color. Art not 
supplied at a minimum of 300 dpi will not be considered for print. 
  
Tables and Figures. Tables and figures (illustrations) should not be embedded in the text, but 
should be included as separate sheets or files. A short descriptive title should appear above each 
table with a clear legend and any footnotes suitably identified below. All units must be included. 
Figures should be completely labeled, taking into account necessary size reduction. Captions 
should be typed, double-spaced, on a separate sheet. Refer to the APA Publication Manual, 6th 
Ed. for guidance and examples. 
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REVIEW PROCESS 
 
Oppose Reviewers 
You will be able to provide us with the names and details of reviewers you do not want to have 
review your manuscript. This could be due a variety of reasons (e.g., long-time collaborators, 
provided feedback on an earlier version of the manuscript prior to submission, a strong 
fundamental difference of views).  
 
Blind Review 
The IJFMH uses a double-blind review process, meaning that author and reviewer identities are 
concealed from each other throughout the entire review process. That is why it is important, in 
preparing your manuscript, that you ensure no identifying information is in the abstract, 
manuscript body, figures and images, or reference list. 
 
Authors should submit a title page containing the authorship details, and a blinded manuscript 
with no author details as two separate files. When self-referencing, use third person pronouns to 
protect anonymity. Example: “… as our previous work has shown” becomes “… as has been 
shown previous.”  
 
Become a Reviewer 
If you are interested in becoming an ad-hoc reviewer please contact us. In order to facilitate this 
process, we recommend you are nominated by a member of IAFMHS (a succinct email is 
sufficient) and provide a CV; you can send this to tnicholls@forensic.bc.ca and 
ilvy.goossens@forensic.bc.ca.  
 
Student Reviewers 
We are particularly interested in supporting student reviewers. Students should be admitted to a 
graduate program in a related discipline and must have a direct supervisor who is willing to 
collaborate on the review(s). 
 

ACCEPTANCE & PUBLICATION 
 
The IJFMH publishes 4 times per year. 
 
Proofs  
Page proofs are sent to the designated author using Taylor & Francis' Central Article Tracking 
System (CATS). They must be carefully checked and returned within 48 hours of receipt. 
  
Reprints and Issues 
Reprints of individual articles are available for order at the time authors review page proofs. A 
discount on reprints is available to authors who order before print publication. Each 
corresponding author will receive 1 complete issues in which the article publishes and a 
complimentary PDF. This file is for personal use only and may not be copied and disseminated in 
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any form without prior written permission from Taylor and Francis Group, LLC.  
 
Authors for whom we receive a valid email address will be provided an opportunity to purchase 
reprints of individual articles, or copies of the complete print issue.  These authors will also be 
given complimentary access to their final article on Taylor & Francis Online.   
  
Publishing Ethics  
The International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services and Taylor & Francis Group are 
committed to the highest academic, professional, legal, and ethical standards in publishing work 
in this journal. To this end, we have adopted a set of guidelines, to which all submitting authors 
are expected to adhere, to assure integrity and ethical publishing for authors, reviewers, and 
editors.    
 
Taylor & Francis is a member of the Committee of Publications Ethics (COPE). COPE aims to 
provide a forum for publishers and editors of scientific journals to discuss issues relating to the 
integrity of their work, including conflicts of interest, falsification and fabrication of data, 
plagiarism, unethical experimentation, inadequate subject consent, and authorship disputes. For 
more information on COPE please visit http://publicationethics.org. 
  
Open Access 
Taylor & Francis Open Select provides authors or their research sponsors and funders with the 
option of paying a publishing fee and thereby making an article fully and permanently available 
for free online access – open access – immediately on publication to anyone, anywhere, at any 
time. This option is made available once an article has been accepted in peer review. Click here 
for Full details of our Open Access program.  
  
Search Engine Optimization  
Search Engine Optimization (SEO) is a means of making your article more visible to anyone who 
might be looking for it. Please consult our guide here. 
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