
The International Journal of Forensic Mental Health publishes original scholarship related to law 
and mental health. The journal is international and interdisciplinary, and values original research 
submissions, both quantitative and qualitative in nature, as well as literature reviews, case studies 
and theoretical articles. There is no maximum page limit or word count, but manuscripts should 
conform to the style requirements outlined in the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (currently in its 6th edition). A brief summary of these guidelines, 
along with additional information necessary for preparing and submitting your manuscript to this 
journal are provided below.  
 
Manuscript Submission. International Journal of Forensic Mental Health receives all 
manuscript submissions electronically via the ScholarOne Manuscripts website 
(http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/UFMH). ScholarOne Manuscripts allows for rapid submission 
of original and revised manuscripts, as well as facilitating the review process and internal 
communication between authors, editors and reviewers via a web-based platform. For 
ScholarOne Manuscripts technical support, you may contact them by e-mail or phone support via 
http://scholarone.com/services/support/. If you have any other requests please contact the editor 
of the journal, Dr. Barry Rosenfeld (rosenfeld@fordham.edu). Additional information on the 
ScholarOne system is available in the guide for ScholarOne authors. 
 
Please note that the International Journal of Forensic Mental Health uses 
CrossCheck™ software to screen papers for unoriginal material. By submitting your paper to the 
International Journal of Forensic Mental Health you are agreeing to any necessary originality 
checks your paper may have to undergo during the peer review and production processes.  
 
Each manuscript must be accompanied by a statement that it has not been published elsewhere 
and that it has not been submitted simultaneously for publication elsewhere. Authors are 
responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce copyrighted material from other sources and 
are required to sign an agreement for the transfer of copyright to the publisher. As an author, you 
are required to secure permissions if you want to reproduce any figure, table, or extract from the 
text of another source. This applies to direct reproduction as well as "derivative reproduction" 
(where you have created a new figure or table which derives substantially from a copyrighted 
source). All accepted manuscripts, artwork, and photographs become the property of the 
publisher. 
 
Recommending Reviewers. The manuscript portal will request the names of potential reviewers. 
These should be individuals who you believe are qualified and appropriate to review the 
manuscript in an objective and informed manner. They should not be friends or collaborators, 
who are likely to be aware of your work and/or identity, and unable to objectively judge the 
submission. Typically these will be individuals that have published on the topic (e.g., authors 
that have been cited in the Introduction to your paper). You need not obtain permission from 
potential reviewers in advance. They will simply be added to our list of potential reviewers; they 
may or may not be contacted by the Editor/Associate Editor that processes your manuscript. If 
there are potential reviewers that you believe will not judge your work objectively, these 
individuals can also be identified during the submission process (i.e., as “non-preferred 
reviewers”).  
  



Preparing Your Manuscript. The International Journal of Forensic Mental Health requires 
that all manuscripts be prepared in accordance with the APA Publication Manual, 6th edition. All 
parts of the manuscript should be typed, double spaced, in 12-point font, and with margins of at 
least one inch on all sides. Number manuscript pages consecutively throughout the paper. 
Authors should also supply a shortened version of the title suitable for the running head, not 
exceeding 50 character spaces.  Manuscripts should be prepared for blind review, with a separate 
title page uploaded separately. 
 
Title Page:  The title page (which is not sent to reviewers, to preserve blind peer review) should 
contain only the title (preferably no more than 12 words), the author(s) names and the 
institutional affiliation for each author.  Author credentials (e.g., degrees), mailing addresses, or 
acknowledgements should NOT be included on the title page.  In addition, the title page should 
include a “Running Head” that will accompany the manuscript once typeset. The Running Head 
should not exceed 3-4 words. 
 
Abstract: Each manuscript must include an Abstract (on a separate page) summarizing the 
content and key findings. Abstracts are NOT structured (i.e., are comprised of a single paragraph, 
without subheadings), and should not exceed 250 words. Avoid abbreviations, diagrams, and 
references. Some specificity regarding the study findings is also useful (e.g., some, but limited 
data rather than simply a statement that “significant associations were found between”).  
 
The Abstract page should include 4-5 keywords indicating the primary focus of the manuscript 
(to facilitate search engines). Keywords should not be overly narrow or specific, but should 
provide sufficient information to enable search engines to identify the paper. 
 
Manuscript Body:  
 
Headings. The heading structure for all sections follows the same top-down progression, 
regardless of how many subsections are contained within any section. See below for an example 
of the indentation, font, and punctuation that should be associated with each level of heading. 
 

Introduction 
Approaches to Violence Risk Assessment 
 Subheadings are NOT required in the Introduction, but when used, they must conform to 
the APA standards.  
 

Method 
 The number and depth of subheadings within the Method section will depend on length 
and complexity. Many Method sections will simply include a description of the participants and 
setting where they were drawn, along with a summary of the sample characteristics – with no 
subheadings needed. For longer sections, consider using subheadings (and even sub-
subheadings) to clarify the text. Most Method sections will include, at a minimum, subheadings 
for Participants, Procedure, and Statistical Analysis  
Participants 

Note that this level of subheading should use “title case”, where most words are 
capitalized. The text for this level of subheading should be indented, below the subheading.  All 



paragraphs in the manuscript should be indented, with no spaces between paragraphs. 
 Sample characteristics. Note that this level of subheading (if used) should only 
capitalize the first word. The text for this level of subheading begins on the same line.   
Measures 
 Note that many studies will not need a separate subheading for measures, but rather will 
include this information in the Procedure section.  
 Instruments used to assess violence risk.  Some studies will be sufficiently complex 
such that subheadings for predictors and outcome variables are useful.  
Procedure 
 This section MUST include information about ethics approval for the study (assuming the 
paper describes a research study for which ethics approval is appropriate. 
Statistical Analysis Plan 
 A brief summary of the statistical analyses, and how they will address the study questions 
and variables, is useful in helping guide the reader through the Results that will follow. 

 
Results 

Note that subheadings within the Results (and Discussion) will depend on content.  See 
the paragraph below about formatting statistics.  

 
Discussion 

 The Discussion section should DISCUSS the study findings, not simply repeat them. 
What are the implications, how much we understand contradictory or counterintuitive findings? 
Limitations 
 A discussion of study limitations – not simply a sentence listing them, is essential to 
interpreting the data from virtually every published study. 
Conclusions 
 
Reporting Statistics.  All statistics should be reported in accordance with APA style. In general, 
this means italicizing the actual statistic (F), including the d.f., and giving exact p values (p = .03, 
not p < .05).  A p value below .001 should be reported as p < .001, not p = .00. Most statistics 
should include 2 decimal places, but in some cases one may be sufficient (e.g., percentages, 
means, etc). Three decimal places should be limited to situations where small gradations are 
meaningful (e.g., p = .002, or for describing fit statistics for multivariate models, where small 
differences are relevant). Whenever possible, effect size estimates and 95% confidence intervals 
should be provided. Statistics that are presented in a table need not be repeated extensively in the 
text, unless there is a logical reason to do so (e.g., to highlight key findings, or identify the 
handful of significant findings from a larger pool of analyses).  
 
However, you should refer to the table in the text and emphasize particular data in your narrative 
that may help the reader to interpret your findings. Examples of how to report inferential 
statistics in the body of your manuscript are provided below. 
 

• Correlations 
 
To test the hypothesis that positive associations would exist between psychopathy and violence risk, 
Pearson correlation analyses were performed and can be found in Table 1. Contrary to predictions, although 
PCL-R Factor 1 was significantly related to violence risk (r = .37, p < .01), PCL-R Factor 2 was not (r 



= .10, p = .29). 
 

• ANOVA 
 
Mean PCL-R scores differed significantly across risk categories, F[5, 38] = 4.01, p = .01. Significant 
differences between risk categories were revealed in pair-wise comparisons. Participants with low risk 
ratings had significantly lower psychopathy scores (M = 5, SD = 1.2) than those with moderate risk ratings 
(M = 10, SD = 3.3) and those with high risk ratings (M = 24, SD = 4.1).  
 

• Regression 
 
When entered into a regression, age, number of prior arrests, and number of prior hospitalizations predicted 
violence risk rating F[3,44] = 2.36, p = .02, accounting for 27.3% of the variance (R2 = .27, Adjusted R2 = 
.16) in this variable. 

  
References. Internal citations and the reference list should be prepared in accordance with the 
APA Publication Manual, 6th edition.  
 
In the body of the manuscript, cite the reference by author and publication date. Examples are 
provided below.  

• One work by one author: (Smith, 1983)  
• One work by multiple authors: (Smith, Jones, & Miller, 1983) 

o For subsequent citations, one work by three or more authors can be cited as: 
(Smith et al., 1983) 

• One work by six or more authors: (Smith et al., 1983) 
• Two or more works within the same parentheses  

o Two or more works by the same author should be arranged by year of publication: 
(Smith, 1983, 1987) 

o Identify works with the same author and same publication date with suffixes: 
(Smith, 1987a, 1987b) 

o Two or more works by different authors should be organized alphabetically, as 
they appear in the reference list: (Hart & Steinman, 2000; Smith, Jones, & Miller, 
1987) 

 
The reference list should be organized alphabetically and should come at the end of the article. A 
general outline of the entry is as follows: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (year). 
Title of article. Title of periodical, volume, pp-pp. doi: xxxxx. 
More specific examples are provided below. 
 

• Journal Article: 
 
Tsai, M., & Wagner, N. N. (1978). Therapy groups for women sexually molested as children. 

Archives of Sexual Behaviour, 7, 417-427. doi: 10.1037/0096-3445.134.2.258 
 

• Book: 
 
Millman, M. (1980). Such a pretty face. New York: W.W. Norton. 



 
• Book chapter: 

 
Zirkel, S. (2000). Social intelligence: The development and maintenance of purposive behavior. 

In R. Bar-On & J. D. Parker (Eds.), Handbook of Emotional Intelligence (pp. 3-27). San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

 
Examples of other types of references should refer to the Style Manual for the American 
Psychological Association (6th Edition). 
 
Illustrations. Illustrations submitted (line drawings, halftones, photos, photomicrographs, etc.) 
should be clean originals or digital files. Digital files are recommended for highest quality 
reproduction and should follow these guidelines: 

  300 dpi or higher 
  Sized to fit on journal page 
  EPS, TIFF, or PSD format only 
  Submitted as separate files, not embedded in text files 

 
Color Illustrations. Color art will be reproduced in color in the online publication at no 
additional cost to the author. Color illustrations will also be considered for print publication; 
however, the author will be required to bear the full cost involved in color art reproduction. 
Color reprints can only be ordered if print reproduction costs are paid. Print Reproduction: $900 
for the first page of color; $450 per page for the next three pages of color. A custom quote will 
be provided for articles with more than four pages of color. Art not supplied at a minimum of 
300 dpi will not be considered for print. 
  
Tables and Figures. Tables and figures (illustrations) should not be embedded in the text, but 
should be included as separate sheets or files (appended to the end of the manuscript, in APA 
style). A short descriptive title should appear above each table with a clear legend and any 
footnotes suitably identified below. All units must be included. Figures should be completely 
labeled, taking into account necessary size reduction. Captions should be typed, double-spaced, 
on a separate sheet. Tables MUST be a) properly formatted, b) coherently organized, c) legible, 
and d) relevant. Any acronyms or abbreviated terms must be spelled out in the Note below the 
table (even if the acronyms have already been spelled out in the body of the manuscript). Tables 
should NOT simply be cut-and-pasted computer output. Tables that are completely redundant 
with the text are typically unnecessary. Consider whether each table (and figure) provides 
important information that complements the text.  
  
Proofs. Page proofs are sent to the designated author using Taylor & Francis' Central Article 
Tracking System (CATS). They must be carefully checked and returned within 48 hours of 
receipt. 
  
Reprints and Issues. Reprints of individual articles are available for order at the time authors 
review page proofs. A discount on reprints is available to authors who order before print 
publication. Each corresponding author will receive 1 complete issues in which the article 
publishes and a complimentary PDF. This file is for personal use only and may not be copied and 



disseminated in any form without prior written permission from Taylor and Francis Group, LLC.  
 
Authors for whom we receive a valid email address will be provided an opportunity to purchase 
reprints of individual articles, or copies of the complete print issue.  These authors will also be 
given complimentary access to their final article on Taylor & Francis Online.   
  
Open Access. Taylor & Francis Open Select provides authors or their research sponsors and 
funders with the option of paying a publishing fee and thereby making an article fully and 
permanently available for free online access – open access – immediately on publication to 
anyone, anywhere, at any time. This option is made available once an article has been accepted 
in peer review. Details can be found on the journal’s Taylor & Francis webpage. 
 


